
HONLEY CIVIC SOCIETY 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at the Parish Rooms Honley on Thursday 9th 
May 2019 at 7.30pm         

Apologies: Maggie Booth, Jenny Lockwood, Caroline Page 

1. Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting 

These had been circulated and were approved as a true record of the meeting. 

Proposed: Eileen Marshall  Seconded: Christopher England 

2. Matters Arising 

None reported. 

3. Notices 

The Church Organ requires total renovation and whilst some funds are in place another £10000 is 
still required. 

A visit to the Cricket club to view the new facilities has been arranged for the 7th June. 

The Honley Remembers Weekend is to be held on the weekend of 20th and 21st of July.   

Heritage Open day is 14th September 

4. Membership report 

This year we have 53 members plus 2 Honorary Life members. We have welcomed 14 new 
members this year, which is a record for the Society.  
We also welcomed 23 individual visitors during the year, some of whom have come to two or three 
meetings and may well have been persuaded to join next year.  
Every meeting was well attended with an average of 31 members and 6 visitors at each, which is 
higher than last year. The largest audience was for Caroline Page’s talk when we had 34 members 
and 15 visitors.  
Most of our members attended at least five meetings, thanks, in part at least, to the excellent 
quality of speakers.  
Many members and visitors enjoy the tea and biscuits after the main event and we are very 
grateful to Kathryn and all the others who help to make each meeting such an enjoyable event.  
Our Christmas Social was attended by 36 people and thanks must go again to Kathryn and Joyce 
and others who worked hard to make the evening a success.  
Thank you to everyone who comes to the meetings for your support and enthusiasm.  
Ann Jenkin and Eileen Marshall  

5. Admin report 
The Society is in contact on a regular basis with village groups such as the Friends of Honley 
Library and Honley Business Association.   Notices for upcoming meetings and items of potential 
local interest are circulated to the membership.   

In order to facilitate this over the last year efforts have been made to improve the Society’s 
communication system by making changes to the email account.  This has been combined with a 
complete review of members contact details primarily to meet government requirements which 



came into force mid 2018.   A few glitches have arisen with the process, mostly associated with 
email addresses, but all should now be corrected.  Members should advise the committee if there 
are any issues.  All messages are now circulated from this account and it is also where all 
enquiries should be addressed,  honleycivicsociety@outlook.com. 

Public Liability insurance has been renewed with  the broker BHIB insurers.  Insurance cover is 
supplied by Aviva.  The total cost is £173.63 which is the same as last year. 

Membership to The Campaign to Protect Rural England has been renewed as it was felt to be cost 
effective.  We do not subscribe to any other organisations.  

Steve Harris 

6. Financial report 

I’m pleased to report that this year our overall balance is slightly up on the previous two years and 
for the first time for several years, the cost of the monthly speaker meetings has been covered. 
This is partly due to a record number of new members and a large number of visitors attending 
meetings, but also because many of our speakers haven’t made a charge or have only asked for a 
small donation to a charity. Once again, your donations towards refreshments at the meeting have 
been extremely generous too;  we hope we are making a nice enough cup of coffee to justify it!  
As usual, book sales have brought in a good and steady income over the last year and have 
served as a good advert for the Civic Society to a wide audience. This is thanks to Peter Marshall’s 
tireless efforts in following up enquiries and taking orders from local shops, and to all of you who 
have helped on the stalls at Family History Day and the Christmas Street Market. The books sold 
particularly well at the Christmas Market when £466 was raised. The stock of books that we 
currently hold is worth approximately £1,215 (at cost price).  
At the start of the new financial year, the decision was made not to renew our subscription to ‘Civic 
Voice’ but we have maintained our subscription to the Council for the Protection of Rural England 
at £50 per annum. This is shown in Outgoings under ‘Membership of Civic Bodies’ 
We made a donation last autumn to Yorkshire Traction Honley Band in response to their request 
for donations to help repair the Band Room roof, and in recognition of their service to the village.  
‘Miscellaneous expenses’ in the Outgoings section include the cost of hi-vis jackets for the 
marshalls to wear during guided walks for Heritage Open Days. Once again Carol and Brendan 
have maintained the flowerbeds beside the Market Place car park, and the Civic Society 
purchased the plants and compost for them – this cost is also shown under Miscellaneous 
expenses. Kirklees Parks Department surprised us by mistakenly planting the flower beds 
themselves, so we were able to sell the plants which we had purchased, and put this money back 
into our funds – this amount is shown in ‘Miscellaneous Income’.  
The Christmas Social seemed once again to be enjoyed by members and their partners, and 
although the catering for these events is becoming increasingly expensive, the actual cost to the 
Civic Society for the Christmas Party after the sale of tickets and a generous donation of money, 
mince pies and prizes was only £26 plus rent of the hall.  
Thanks to everyone’s enthusiasm and regular support this year, the finances of the society remain 
encouragingly buoyant. 

As from tonight, I will be stepping down from doing the bookkeeping, and the task will once again 
be subsumed within the role of Treasurer 

 

mailto:honleycivicsociety@outlook.com


Ann Jenkin,  Bookkeeper on behalf of Maggie Booth, Treasurer  

Ann was thanked for her work over the last 12 months.  Eileen Marshall 



7. Planning report 

In January 2019 the Inspector’s Report on their examination of the Kirklees Draft Local Plan was 
published. The plan was approved and formally adopted by the Council on 27th February 2019.  
Changes in the plan that affected the housing allocations for Honley can be seen in the table 
below:  

Much to the relief of the village, the 70 Acre Farm site for quarrying was removed from the plan. 

Major Housing Developments 

Over the past year there has been movement relating to two sites allocated for housing in the 
Kirklees Development Plan.  Savills (UK) Limited held a consultation exercise relating to land to the 
South of Gynn Lane (H584). They put forward their proposal to build approximately 50 houses on 
this site. Likewise, David Wilson Homes held an event for their proposal to build approximately 93 
houses on the Clitheroe Farm site (H664).  Both events created a lot of interest in the village. To 
date, planning applications have not been submitted for either development.  

17 houses are under construction on the Thirstin Road site. 

On 3rd January Kirklees Strategic Planning Committee discussed the application to build 62 houses 
off Woodhead Road (Application number 2017/92568). Their recommendation was to approve the 
application, however, no decision has been posted on line. 

In July, the Planning Inspector refused the application from Miller Homes Ltd. for their proposed 
development of 116 houses off Woodhead Road. (Application number 2016/92181). Access 
remains an issue for this site. 

Rodgers Plant Hire have moved from their Riverside Works site so there is the potential for a 
housing development there. This follows the Planning Sub-committee approval for their  2017 
Outline application for residential development relating to access. (Application number 
2017/92230). However, no decision has been posted on line. 

The complex of apartments on the Victoria Works site at Fisher Green has been completed. 

Allocation No. Location

Draft  P lan 
I n d i c a t i v e 
n u m b e r  o f 
houses

Adopted plan 
I n d i c a t i v e 
number

H48 Travel  Station 
Yard 12 14

H178
S o u t h  o f 
S o u t h w o o d 
Avenue

18 23

H584 South  of  Gynn 
Lane 75 50

H664 North of Scotgate 
Road 102 93

H786 North  East  of 
Westcroft 17 15

TOTAL 224 195



The redevelopment of New Gynn Farm is almost completed. 

There have been noticeably fewer planning applications during 2018/19 and many of these related 
to tree issues.   

Carol Ripley 

The neighbourhood plan was reviewed by Ken.  Mention was made that Kirklees need to review 
the whole area to allocate land for housing and business.  Developers can then go ahead. 

8. History report 

We published an updated version of Alan Brooke’s Magdale and Steps, in October with good sales 
and a short reprint run. The next publication, Honley Remembers Village Life in the Great War, will 
be ready for the 2019 commemorations. 

We have acquired a number of new photographs from local people, including The Coach and 
Horses pub, plus a number of unidentified people from Berry Brow and Honley. 

We have been given some Honley material collected by the late Hilary Haigh. 

A rare porter bottle from G A Haigh’s brewery in Gynn Lane has been added to the archive. 

I gave a talk at Huddersfield Library on Miss Siddon as part of the Extraordinary Women centenary 
of women’s suffrage in 1918. The archives featured in my talk to the society in January. 

Miss Siddon will also be the subject of an article in the Huddersfield Local History Journal, 
published in May 2019. 

We attended the Huddersfield Family History Day in November with the usual success in book 
sales. 

I should like to thank everyone who has supported our researches and helped at the events we 
attend over the past 12 months. 

Peter Marshall 

A question was asked about the date of the Coach and Horses photo.  The best guess was the end 
of the 19th century or early 20th century. 

9  Activities 

There were seven talks covering a wide variety of topics and it was good to see some new faces at 
these well attended events. On average there were 30-50 in attendance. Many speakers did not 
request a fee and so this made the evenings profitable as well as enjoyable. There is an equally 
good programme for next year but we are always pleased to receive suggestions for new 
speakers. 
As usual there were 12 joint Sunday walks with Trinity Church, covering a wide range of places. 
Our table at Honley Feast at the cricket ground was a cold event in all senses, including sales. 
However, the Christmas street market was a great success, almost certainly helped by our new 
position outside St. Mary’s.  Similarly the Christmas social was its usual popular event, followed by 
a challenging quiz enjoyed by many but an embarrassment to a few. 
Last year’s AGM was also followed by a quiz but part 6 is tonight which we are all looking forward 
to. 

Mike Page 



10. Chairman’s Summary 

2018-2019 has been a very successful year for the Society. Finances are robust, membership has 
increased, our visibility to the outside world has improved. All of this is thanks to the hard work of 
the committee and members who have supported the various aspects of the Society. As you have 
seen, the continued creation of and production of books relating to the village has contributed to 
our success, together with an excellent programme of speakers. Mike has already booked 
speakers for our programme for September onwards. Monthly walks, organised by Bert Neary, and 
led by Linda Craven, Val Airey and Bert, continue to be popular. A second visit to Honley Cricket 
Club has been organised to take place in June; this will include an opportunity to examine their 
display of artifacts relevant to the Club. 
The social side of the Society is enhanced by the tea/coffee/etc provided at the end of each 
meeting, and providing an opportunity for members to chat together. Thanks, then, to Kathryn who 
facilitates that, and to the various people who wash up and clear away afterwards. Thanks also to 
Joyce and Kathryn who, together with Ann and Eileen, organise the Christmas Social.  
I also want to thank Ann for doing the book-keeping for the Society for the last six years – Maggie 
is now ready to re-incorporate that task into the role of Treasurer. 

Having said all that, as well as having a Society which is of interest to its members, we are 
involved in and support the community around us. 

Honley Feast, Family History Day, Christmas Street Market, Christmas Tree Festival have all been 
events which we have supported locally, and all have needed help from members. We are again 
contributing to Heritage Open Days, the National Trust initiative, with a guided walk around Honley 
Cemetery being planned, and to be led, by Peter in September.  
As Carol has said, the Local Plan for Kirklees has finally been approved by HM Inspector, and 
Carol continues to monitor planning applications and, where appropriate, to comment to the 
Planning Dept. The draft Neighbourhood Plan, which provides more detailed guidance for potential 
developments within the Holme Valley, is currently undergoing a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment, prior to going to final approval, probably early next year. 

Whilst an archiving project was proposed by Holme Valley Parish Council, and exploratory talks 
with Holme Valley Civic Society and the Holmfirth Local History group were attended by Peter and 
myself, this was abandoned when the Council realised the commitment they would have to make 
in order to ensure its longevity.  

We have “adopted” the flower beds in Market Place, and our thanks go to Joyce, Carol and 
Brendan for their constant efforts to keep the beds tidy and attractive. 

The provision of a website, as well as links from the Honley Village Community Trust website, has 
made information about the Society much more accessible, and the use of an email address 
specifically for the Society should make contact with us easier. 

So in conclusion, and without being complacent, we seem to be successful as a Society which 
satisfies the wishes of its members as well as one which plays an important role in the wider 
community. None of this would be possible without the active support of you all, so........ thank you. 

Ken Jenkin 
Chairman 

11 Election of Officers 

An invitation was extended to members to join the committee.  There were no applications. 

Maggie Booth will be taking over responsibility for Bookkeeping as well as Treasurer 

It was proposed that the whole committee be re-elected and this was agreed. The committee is as 
follows:   



Chairman   Ken Jenkin         
Secretary   Steve Harris         
Treasurer   Maggie Booth         
Programme Secretary  Mike Page         
History Section leader  Peter Marshall         
Committee members  Joyce Beaumont        
    Kathryn Butters        
    Christopher England        
    Carol Ripley  

Proposed: Eileen Marshall Seconded: Di Harris 

The proposal was agreed unanimously. 

12  Any Other Business 

Questions were raised concerning the Society’s Fire Safety Procedure.  Is there a procedure, 
should we have fire drills and should a Fire Marshall be appointed.  The issue into be raised with 
Laurence who is the Church representative.   

There being no further business the formal element of the meeting was closed at 8.40pm 

Tea/coffee/cake was the served whilst holding a quiz organised by Bert Neary. 


